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Sun bats win at cricket

Defeats rivals in tourney to promote international sport

NICK KYONKA
and CHRISTINA BLIZZARD
Toronto Sun

A Toronto Sun cricket team
captained by Editor-in-Chief
Jim Jennings crushed both
the Toronto Star and Globe
and Mail in two nail-biter
five-over games at Sunny-
brook Park yesterday.

The media teams, along
with police, politicians and
members of the public
squared off for A Celebration
of Cricket in an effort to bring
Canadian exposure to the
popular international sport.

Crucial to the Sun’s upset
victory was some aggressive
offensive play from batsmen
Mahes Perera, who hit a six,
and Darren Melanson, who
notched up two fours.

The Sun defeated the Globe
27-26 and the Star29-28. The
team then went on to defeat
a combined media team 35-
29 to capture the Mayor's
Cup.

Sun bowlers also shone,
with fine performances by
Steven Hoke, Richard Beard-
wood, Melanson and Perera.

Wicket keeper Jennings
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credited the win to a valiant
team effort on the part of an
inexperienced team.

“We decided not to practise
because we didn’t want to
peak too soon,” he said.

Hundreds of people turned
out for the event, which was
hosted by the Chartered In-
stitute of Management Ac-
countants (CIMA).

With a Canadian team tak-
ing part in next year’s Cricket
World Cup, some in atten-
dance said now is the time to
promote the game in Canada.

“Canada is in the World
Cup next year and we are
here to support the game and
promote the game,” said
player Ghalib Igbal, the con-
sul general of Pakistan in To-
ronto. “Itis said that cricket is
a game of gentlemen and

Canada must be in the fore-
front because all Canadians
are gentlemen.”

Yesterday’s prize may not
have been as prestigious as
the World Cup, but that didn’t
seem to deter participants or
bother organizers, who called
the turnout a success.

“Cricketis catchingupasa
popular sport in Toronto,”
said Kanish Thevarasa, CIMA
Canada president. “The
whole idea is to make it more
fun and make it more diverse.

“We had only four teams
playing last year — today we
have 13.”

With teams representing
Toronto Police, the TTC and
the city, Thevarasa is not like-
ly to be disappointed with the
exposure,

“Toronto has changed over
the years,” Jennings said. “It’s
become more and more a di-
verse city. It’s no longer just
hockey. It's no longer just bas-
ketball and baseball.

“It shows how unique this
city is to have an event like
this to draw this number of
people. It's actually amazing.”
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